. Thorax, 30,[118][119][120]. Left ventricular to right atrial shunt resulting from infective endocarditis. A unique case is described in which infective endocarditis of the aortic valve led to intractable heart failure and necropsy examination showed that the patient had developed a communication between the left ventricle and right atrium.
A communication between the left ventricle and right atrium is an uncommon condition which usually results from a congenital defect (Gerbode et al., 1958; Riemenschneider and Moss, 1967) . Aberg et al. (1971) Our patient appears to be the first described in whom the original lesion was on the aortic valve.
We are grateful to Dr. J. R. Read for the report of the necropsy findings. 
